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FRATRES ORDINIS PRADICATORUM
CURIA GENERALITIA

Rome, August 10", 2013
Dear Bro. Francisco Heras, the Director
and the Staft and support staff of the COLEGIO

On this occasion of the 55th anniversary celebration of your Colegio, I would like to join with you to thank the Good Lord for
the countless Blessings He has given you in these 55 long years of service to the people of HK. I also would like to commend
you for the great educational work you have done to serve the local church and the people of these islands. Throughout the
history, the brothers of the Rosary Province have been outstanding in the field of Catholic education for the people of the Far
East. The Order is very proud of you and of the generous service which you have given to the local church. Indeed, the two
great institutions such as the Royal and Pontifical University of Santo Tomas and San Juan De Letran in the Philippines which
you have generously passed on to the “daughter province” and the COLEGIO “AIKO™ in Matsuyama, Japan, ESCOLA “SAO
PAOLO” in Macau are the undeniable testimony of your expertise in the field of Catholic education. And undoubtedly, this is
one of a great ways you have tried to fulfil Jesus’ mandate “GO YE THEREFORE, TEACH ALL NATIONS”(Mt, 28:19).

Looking at your work in the Colegio “Rosaryhill School”, at this very moment, we realize that: it is a great challenge for you

to serve the population of students whose majority are not Catholic but are from different religious traditions such as Buddhist,
Confucian, Taoist, Animist and other Protestant denominations, etc... And so, your challenge is again: how could you
inculturate the Catholic Faith to these different religious traditions? Inculturation in this sense involves the effort to have the
Gospel “takes flesh in each people’s culture”. Furthermore, how do you demonstrate the Dominican Mission of Holy Preaching
to your students who are surrounded by a secularized environment? How could you teach them: a) the Truth of God that was
revealed to us by Jesus? b) the dignity of human being who was created by God Himself (Gen. 1:27)? ¢) the respect of freedom
of conscience, or religious freedom on top of the human development, d) the skill and technologies by which they will be able
to make their living after they leave the school?

In pondering these questions, you need to remember Jesus’ invitation to Simon Peter: “Put out into the deep water” (LK. V:4),
this is the invitation in the work of renewal, of new imagination, new configuration, new environment of those young people
you serve. Needless to say that your work demands a great deal of your effort, patience, love, prayers, throughout your life
time. The enlightening words of Pope Paul the sixth in his Apostolic letter Evangelizandi Nuntiandi: “modern man listens more
willingly to witnesses than teachers, and if he listens to teachers, it is because they are witnesses™ (Evangelizandi Nuntiandi,
Paul VI, n. 41) challenge you and also show you the WHAT and the HOW you would need to do in order to accomplish your
mission as educators in your Rosaryhill School.

Again, thank you for all your hard work and service to the students and the people of HK over the past 55 years and thank you
for having brought the Mission of the Order to this part of world and may the Good Lord continue to journey with you in this
Educational mission in the many years to come.

Your dear brother,

Bro. Bruno Cadoré, OP

&
{ X 57 . .
=i _5'.%.115‘?“5 Master of the Order







When, in the last school year we started talking about the 55th Anniver§ary? the first issue we had to confront was
what was going to be the objective of our celebration. It came to our attention how important it was once again
explore our identity and the “the educational ideals of the Dominican Order” that strengthen the pillars that are the
foundation of our school: to delve into our Dominican past. A main theme was decided upon, “Lightening the Way,
Opening new Paths”. The theme prompts us to look more closely at the path St. Dominic de Guzman constructed
for us; where we can find enlightenment able to fortify the future of our school and thus provide a sounder education
for our students. We know that St. Dominic based his teachings and founded his order as a response to the risks
and the needs that the preaching of the Gospel presented at the time. The main target of his new found order was to
preach and spread the word of Jesus.

St. Dominic presented a new vision to the missionary work of the priests at that time. It had to be done by people
who had an exemplary life reinforced by their sound knowledge of the Holy Scriptures and of the teachings of the
Church. In other words, St. Dominic placed special importance on education. He himself received a university
education, something rare 800 years ago. St. Dominic requested that his friars received higher education and that the
Dominican houses were attached to universities. When opening the first Dominican houses he chose cities where
there were universities. As this booklet shows, famous scholars who are still renowned today were some of the first
people to join the Order.

Imparting a school education may not be the main characteristic of our Order, even if in our missionary work
the opening of schools and universities and the dedication to youngsters within the schools has been given
importance. In different parts of the world our Order has opened famous universities and outstanding schools. We
also show examples of this in this book. We are aware that educating the minds of youngsters, their growth and
the development of a solid set of values, in particular Christian values able to construct strong persons and future

careers, 18 very important,

This book explores the different Dominican icons that communicate Dominican identity and ideals. We will present
briefly the life of St. Dominic and the establishment of the Order, with a short history of our Order and of our
Province; then we will explain some of the main Dominican symbols; we will provide a list of famous names (the
list is not exhaustive at all), of persons, members of the Dominican Order, who have been relevant in the history of
the Church and of the world, with a short semblance about some of them; we will also provide different testimonies
from present and past teachers and students about the school and how much the school life has influenced their own
lives; and finally we will present some concluding remarks that reflect upon what the book provides us, taking into

account much of what other people have to say.

The accomplishment of this book gives credit to a small group of teachers who have extensively searched for
the information we want to impart. [ feel they have successfully met our guidelines and expectations and we are
confident that the reading of these pages will inspire all of us to learn more about the identity and ideals of our
Order through our school. It’s also hoped that it will encourage all of us to look always in the direction St. Dominic

indicated to us and continue to embrace and support Dominican life and our Dominican institutions.

Fr. Christopher Chor
Supervisor
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(Founder and the (Founding

St. Dominic de Guzman, a man of flesh and blood, founded the closely knit, universal Dominican
Order. St. Dominic not only responded to the urgent needs of his century but also his charismatic
vision captured the ideals of the Gospel in new ways that attracted many followers. The Order
has subsequently become one of the largest and significant Orders in the Catholic Church. Recent
statistics indicate there are 6000 friars in 600 convents and houses worldwide; 4000 nuns in 234
monasteries; and 29,000 sisters in 160 congregations as well as 70,000 members of Dominican
lay fraternities and secular institutes around the world. Over eight centuries, many remarkable and
dedicated Dominicans have been faithful to St. Dominic’s vision, as contemplative preachers in the
service of the church and in the proclamation of the Gospel.

St. Dominic was born in 1170 in Caleruega, a village in the province of Burgos in Spain. The
family produced numerous ecclesiastics and saints. Two brothers, Anthony and Mannes, became
priests. Mannes and two nephews became Dominicans. Dominic lived with his mother, Juana
of Aza until the age of seven. Then Juana sent him to her brother, the parish priest of Gumiel de
Hizan. Under his uncle’s direction St. Dominic started to receive ecclesiastical education and was
trained to be a priest. Probably when he was fourteen, Dominic went to the cathedral school of
Palencia where he studied the liberal arts and theology.

&

In his youth, Dominic was very conscientious. He loved studying and was particularly interested
in Theology. St. Dominic especially loved Sacred Scriptures. They became the source of his
spirituality. He carried with him always the Gospel of St. Matthew and the Epistles of St. Paul and
studied them so constantly that he knew them almost by heart.




In 1190, at the age of about twenty, Dominic
became a member of the cannonry at Osma,
and was ordained to priesthood about
five years later. His “holiness” was much
appreciated by Bishop Diego. Thus Dominic
became Prior and head of the chapter when he
was only thirty-one years old.

His life took a new turn in the spring of
1203 when King Ferdinand VIII of Castile
commissioned Bishop Diego as ambassador
to Denmark to arrange a marriage for his son
Ferdinand to a noblewoman of that country.
Dominic was among the clerics who travelled
in the Bishop’s company. In his travels with
the Bishop, Dominic found that the heretics
were very active in Southern France and it had
become the hub of a powerful agnostic heresy.
The heresy was deeply rooted, well organized,
and appealed to people from all classes with
its tangible and convincing arguments. The
monks preaching there were discouraged and
despondent. Dominic then took a very crucial
step. He decided to dedicate his life to the cause
of preserving the true spirit of Christianity.
The concept of a religious order dedicated to
preaching consequently formed in his mind
and heart. But the first “Dominicans” were
women. Reportedly, late on July 22, 1206 (the
feast of Saint Mary Magdalene), Dominic saw
a sphere of fire descending on a shrine to Mary

on a hill overlooking the village of Prouille.
Dominic took this to be a sign of God as it
continued for two additional nights, which
inspired him to establish a monastery of nuns
at Prouille. He soon converted nine women
and opened the first “Dominican” convent five
short months later, on December 27, 1206,
under the patronage of Saint Mary Magdalene.
At the same time, Dominic established another
Order for men, aimed at preaching and
educating the public.

Dominic ate and slept little, wore a hair shirt,
and walked unshod between towns, attracting
characteristic traits of the Order of Preachers
soon to follow in his footsteps followers and
converts along the way. He preferred living
charity and humility to creating a “word-
storm” full of fire and brimstone. In 1216,
he succeeded in getting the solemn papal
approval of Pope Honorius III for the Order’s
form of life. The Order was called the Order
of Preachers, but was also known as the
Dominican Order to commemorate its founder
— Dominic. Under Dominic’s vision and
leadership, the Order grew in numbers and
in influence as friars and friaries multiplied.
The Order took root in the major countries
throughout Europe.

i

The little Dominic




Dominic gave new form to the apostolic life
and revolutionized the ministry of preaching,
freeing them from the suspicion into which
they had fallen through the excesses of
heretical groups. He took the traditional
elements of the apostolic life — priests living in
community, regular observance, the canonical
prayer of the Church, preaching pursued in
poverty — and fused them into a balanced
unity suited to the needs of a new age. He did
this with the full approval of the Holy See,
“departing not from the teaching and authority
of the Church militant,” to use the words of
Pope Gregory IX. It was this that kept him
from error. It was a lack of this submission
that had carried some of the earlier advocates
of the apostolic life into heresy and schism.

I :
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Dominic laid the foundation of the Dominican
educational system and intellectual excellence.
Dominic persisted in protecting the truth of
God and seeking knowledge. He believed
that preaching in public was the best way of
making the gospel widely known, in order
to preach successfully, the preachers had to
be well grounded in Theology. He did this
at the first general chapter when he included
provisions in the constitutions that regulated
and encouraged study and stipulated that no
priory might be erected without a professor.
The Order he founded was a group of men
whose obligation was to preach the doctrines
of the Church. At the same time he sent his
disciples to universities to learn and prepare
themselves for the preaching of the Truth of
the Christian Faith.

Dominic established the center of studies at
Paris and secured its incorporation into the
university, where, in 1229, the Order obtained
its first chair of theology; in 1230, its second.
The English Dominicans had a chair at
Oxford before 1248. The Order's curriculum
of studies, completed in 1259, ranged upward
through priory schools, provincial schools of
arts, philosophy, and theology, to a general
house of studies at Paris, where the Order
promoted friars to the mastership in theology.
In 1248 additional general houses opened at
Oxford, Cologne, Montpellier, and Bologna.
After the 13th Century all the major provinces
established general houses of studies.

St. Dominic challenging the heresies of his times




Vision of St Dominic: the apostles Peter & Paul

The work of Dominic had great impact on the
education standard in Europe. In the Middle
Ages, education was mainly provided by the
Church with the priests as the teachers. But
in the 13th Century, there was an educational
crisis in diocesan schools all over Europe
— a shortage of professors for all Cathedral
centers, This was due to the fact that priests
at that time did not have to receive education
at the universities. However, the disciples
of Dominic were well-educated and able to
work and preach in educational institutions.
Dominic’s method thus helped to fill the

vacant teaching posts. Later, many other

Orders followed his method. Historians
therefore often spoke of the Saint as the first
minister of public instruction in modern
Europe.

Dominic desired to spread the Truth of God
to every corner of the world. However he
was unable to see the fruits of this hard work
because he died on August 6 1221 at the age
of 51. Dominic’s vision did not end with his
death, and reports of miracles attributed to
his intercession led to such great numbers
of pilgrims to his tomb that in May 1233 his
body was transferred to larger space. As a
result of the enquiry into the life of Dominic,
Pope Gregory IX declared in 1234 that there
was sufficient proof of the sanctity of Dominic
to raise him to the status of a Saint.

St. Dominic's death

St. Dominic's sepulchre in Bologna, Ltaly
]
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Born in Caleruega (Burgos)

Student in Palencia

Cannon in Osma
Ordained priest (1200)

Second trip to the “Marcas”
; I%Languednc with Diego de Aceves

the representatives of the Pope
' Foundation of Prouille (1207)
Debates with cathars and albigences

Dominic’s preaching in Fanjeaux, Carcasonne...

Dominic and his companions settle in Toulouse. They are a group
of preachers “committed to go on foot, live according to the principles of evangelical
poverty and to preach the truth of the Gospel” in the dioceses

The small community adopts the rule of St. Augu:'stine
Honorius IIT confirms the religious community of St. Roman on 22 December

On 15 August Dominic disperses his friars in the directions of Paris, Spain, Bologna and Rome

Honorius III grants on 11 February a bulla where he introduces the “fratres ordinis predicatorum”
(brothers of the preaching order) to the bishops of the whole church

Chapter in Bologna where the Constitutions of the Order are completed

The foundation in Rome of the sisters of St. Sixto and the friars in St. Sabina
Chapter of Bologna: foundation of several provinces

On 6 August, in Bologna, St. Dominic dies

Translation of the rests of St. Dominic, on 24 May

Dominic is canonized on 3 July in Rieti

* 13 *

1170

1187

1197

ﬂg o, therefore,

make disciples of all

the nations; baptize
them in the name of
the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teach them
to observe all the
commandments I gave
vou. And know that 1
am with you, yes, fo the
end of time.”

(Matt 28:19-20)
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“The Brie History of the

St. Catherine of Siena, Girolamo Savonarola...

perhaps 300 friars.

stationary.

spiritually.

preaching mission and the ways to achieve it.

The Dominican Order grew from the small beginnings of the thirteenth
VERITAS : ey

century to a world-wide presence in the twenty-first. It was founded to preach
the Gospel and to combat heresy. The Order is prestigious for its intellectual
tradition and produced many leading theologians and philosophers. The
==y~ / Dominican Order is headed by the Master of the Order of Preachers.
Members of the Order often carry the letters O.P. after their name. Important
Dominicans include St. Dominic, St. Thomas Aquinas, St. Albert the Great,

The thirteenth was the greatest Dominican century. Full of life and enthusiasm, the Order attracted
or developed men of outstanding ability. The membership expanded explosively, and enabled the
Order to enter new areas of ministry. While Dominic still lived it made foundations in France, Italy,
Spain, Germany, and Scandinavia. In 1221, the Order divided Europe into cight provinces and sent
friars to Hungary, Poland and England. When Dominic died there were about twenty priories and

We can measure the Order’s growth by three catalogues of priories. The first, from 1277, lists
twelve provinces and 404 priories. The second, from 1303, shows eighteen provinces and 590
priories. On the 1358 list there were no new provinces, but priories increased to 630. Growth
slowed down then until colonization began in America and Asia. After 1358, the three provinces
of France established fewer than twenty new priories; the two German provinces exhibited the
same growth rate. Only one priory was founded in England. The province of Scandinavia remained

Monasteries of Dominican nuns jumped from the four in existence when Dominic died to fifty-
eight in 1277, 141 in 1303, and 157 in 1358. Nuns of other monasteries followed the Order’s laws
and wore its habit, but were under the bishop’s jurisdiction. Often the Order provided for them

The strong sense of self-identity the Order inherited from Dominic aided its growth and
development. The qualities of this identity were a spirit of prayer, a thirst for the salvation of
men, love for the Scriptures, an appreciation of study and learning, and a sharp awareness of its




inth , The Order’s first century was glorious. St. Dominic, the Founder, listened
ch ' to the Spirit and the Church. Given to the Church by the Spirit, his Order
';ll g responded to her vital needs and those of society. The Order of Preachers
The was the first to demonstrate strikingly the ministerial potentialities of a
? : rs. religious life. Its schools spread throughout the entire Church. Its doctors
m wrote monomial works in all branches of knowledge. Albert the Great
wat, and Thomas Aquinas founded a school of philosophy and theology which

Ay T : was to rule the Middle Ages to come in the life of the Church. As its first
century ended, the Order began to weaken, but so did the Church and
Western Christendom.

The thirteenth century was succeeded by a century marked by the decline
of scholasticism, deterioration of morality, and the crumbling of society.
This decay was brought on, and aggravated, by war, famine, and natural
disasters. Moreover, men of first rank no longer appeared in the Church and
in the Order. After 1285 Dominican master generals were no longer of the
caliber of Dominic’s early successors.

Two attempts were made to halt the decline: one about 1310, the other in
the 1360’s. The Dominican reform movement was successful enough to lay
the groundwork for a genuine renewal of the Order’s religious life during
the fifteen century. The eminent men of that century, preachers, writers,
and saints, were members of reformed groups. Also, whereas there was
a general shortage of vocations, the reformed friars found their numbers
increasing. Coupled with an academic and Thomistic revival, the reform
prepared the Order to enter the sixteenth century with vigor and strength.
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Though the Order faced some challenges in the fourteenth and fi fteenth
century, the Order was strong when it entered the sixteenth century. Inner
reform had reaffirmed its contemplative religious life, laid the foundations for
a new period of productive intellectual activity, and rejuvenated its ministry. It
was not as strong as it had been in the thirteenth century; it was older, not fully
reformed, and its provinces in Bohemia, Hungary, and the Near Fast were

extremely weak. Yet it was well prepared to face the new century.

The Order began the century with twenty-two provinces and closed it with
thirty-five. The century was noted for the propagation of the Rosary and
its Confraternity. Dominican missions reached their greatest development
in modern times. Even before the end of the Middle Ages, Portuguese
Dominicans rounded the Cape of Good Hope with navigators, founding

missions in Africa, Goa, Ceylon, Siam, and Malacca.

The first Dominican missionaries reached the West Indies in 1510 and
founded the first American province in 1530. St. Louis Bertrand labored as a
missionary in New Grenada from 1562 to 1569, enjoying the gift of tongues
and miracles. At the end of the 16th Century, the Holy Rosary Province was
set up in Spain. It aimed at preaching in the Far East. In 1587, the first group
of Spanish Dominicans reached the Far East and landed on the shores of the
Philippines and Macau. Soon afterwards, they went to Taiwan, Japan, Vietnam
and China with Hong Kong as the foothold of their missionary activities in the

Far East.

The discovery of the New World opened up a fresh field of activities. The
Order’s gains in America, the Indies and Africa during the period of colonial
expansion far exceeded the losses of the Order in Europe, and the seventeenth

century saw its highest numerical development.

During the 1700's the inner life of the Order was promoted by the addition of
the feasts of five newly canonized Dominicans to the liturgical calendar, the
publication of new editions of liturgical books, and increased devotion to St.

Dominic and St. Thomas. The Vatican placed the statue of St. Dominic in St.
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“. Ppeter's basilica; the Order venerated him by introducing the Fifteen Tuesdays devotion in-his honor

and by decorating his tomb chapel with the Glorification of St. Dominic; paintéd by Guido Reni;
Piedmontese and Belgian Dominicans commemorated the purity of Thomas by introducing the
Confraternity of the St. Thomas Cord.

The map of the provinces continued to become more complicated through the establishment of
new provinces and congregations. The Order went into the century with forty-five provinces and
left it with fifty-one.

However, the Order faced challenges in the anti-clerical mood of the Enlightenment and the
French Revolution was a blow for the Dominican Order. The French Revolution ruined the Order
in France, and crises that more or less rapidly followed considerably lessened or wholly destroyed
NUMErous provinees.

The Dominican Order from the Nineteenth Century to present -
Revival

The 19™ Century was a time of reconstruction. In the beginning of the nineteenth century the
number of Preachers reached a low of around 3,500. The French restoration, however, furnished
many Preachers to other provinces, to assist in their organization and progress. From it came Pére
Vincent Jandel (1850-1872), who remained the longest-serving master general of the nineteenth
century. When he began to govern, the Order numbered about 4,562 members and had made some
progress toward restoration and renewal.

The Order’s membership increased from 3,474 in 1876, 4,472 in 1910, 6,137 in 1931, 7,661 in
1949, and to 10,150 in 1963. Since then it has dropped to 8,330 (1972). This development took
place despite suppression in France, 1903; expulsion from Mexico, 1910; and heavy losses during
the Spanish Civil War, After World War 11, the communists suppressed the provinces of Hungary
and Bohemia. A further sign of progress in our century was the growth of foreign missions. In
1922 Dominicans worked in twenty mission countries; in 1957 in forty.

In the last century, the Order began work in many new fields as membership increased. Internal
life gained strength from the regular convening of chapters after 1891, periodic visitation of
provinces, and the splendid encyclical letters of the generals, The foundations of Dominican life
were reinforced by revisions of the liturgy (1923, 1964) and constitutions (1935), the creation
of the Historical Institute (1929), and the Liturgical Commission (1934). With the restoration of
former provinces (Mexico, 1960, Portugal, 1962), and the founding of new ones (Canada, 1911,
the province of the Holy Name in the USA, 1912, Australia and New Zealand, 1950, Brazil,
1952, Switzerland, 1953, the province of St. Thomas in Belgium, 1958, Vietnam, 1967, and the
Philippines, 1970), their number rose to forty-one.
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In the intellectual field, new norms for the curriculum of studies were
published (1907; 1935; 1965). The "Angelicum," founded (1910) by Hyacinth
Cormier, with faculties in theology, philosophy, and Canon Law, was raised
by John XXIII to university rank, March 7, 1963, under the title Pontifical
University of St. Thomas Aquinas in Rome. Pontifical institutes were erected
also in various provinces, €.g. the pontifical faculty of theology at the House
of Studies, Washington, D.C., and the pontifical philosophical faculty at River
Forest, IL. The English Dominicans returned, after 400 years, to Oxford in
1929 and to C.‘ambridgc in 1939. The order has established important special
institutes, such as the Instina Study Center at Paris for Russian studies and
the Institute of Oriental Studies in Cairo for Islamic studies. The various
provinces publish about 320 popular, cultural, and scientific periodicals and
sponsor series of learned works, such as the Etudes Bibliques and the Studia

Friburgensia.

St. Dominic, who died in 1221, took to heart Jesus® charge to make disciples
of all nations. He founded a religious community, the Order of Preachers,

which differed from most orders of his day. Dominic trained preachers who
traveled anywhere and everywhere to spread the gospel. The Dominican
Order continues to flourish today and many dedicated Dominicans over eight

centuries have been faithful to St. Dominic’s vision.

18 *
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The Dominican shield consists of four white and four black gyrons
or triangles. These symbolize the unity of a body of people working
together for the common good. The "cross fleury” (or cross with a fleur
de lis at each end) superimposed upon the gyrons, signifies victory, duty
and self-sacrifice. The sable or black of the shield symbolizes wisdom,
silence, fortitude and penance. The light color (which could be white,
argent or silver) signifies peace, purity, charity and sincerity. Sometimes,
the motto of the Order surrounds the shield. It reads "Laudare,
Benedicere, Praedicare," which means "to praise God, to bless His
people and to preach His gospel." Frequently too, the shield may also be
surrounded by an eight pointed star which is the distinguishing symbol
of St. Dominic.

Meaning of the Mottos of the Dominican Order

1. Laudare, Benedicere, Praedicare To praise, to bless and to preach

2. Veritas Truth

3. Contemplare et Contemplata Aliis Tradere To study (or contemplate)
and to hand on the fruits of study

Dominican Cross

The Dominican Cross is a Gyronny Cross of the Ordo Praedicatorum
(Order of Preachers). St. Dominic (1170 — 1221) founder of the Order of
Preachers.

The Gyronny Cross reflects the characteristic Dominican habit, largely
unchanged for 800 years: a long white tunic, contrasting with a black
cloak, cappa (shoulder cape) and scapular. The black and white represent
truth over heresy. In addition, the white reflects the joy and the purity of
Christ, and the black reminds servants of the Lord of their humility and
obligation for penance. These black cloaks led to the term 'Blackfriars',
as opposed to Whitefriars (Carmelites) or Greyfriars (Franciscans).

* 22 *

Dog with Torch

The Dominican Cross comes from the Torch of Truth, a symbol of the
Dominican Order, often shown being carried in the mouth of a little
black and white dog. It originates in a dream St. Dominic's mother had
when she was pregnant with the Saint: she dreamed of her child as a
little black and white dog, illuminating the world by carrying a torch in
his mouth.

The dog carrying the torch in its mouth symbolises travelling, speaking
about the Light of Christ.

Sister Karina of the Dominican Sisters of Springfield, Illinois, points out
that: "The travelling dog also relates to the Dominicans being itinerant
preachers. They went from place to place preaching and then returned to
their convents. Unlike most of the monastic orders, Dominicans do not
make a vow of stability. The men can be assigned to any province in the
world, depending on need."

Dogs are often seen to be faithful followers of their master. And there's a
pun on the term 'Dominican': The Latin for 'Lord' is Domini, and 'dog' is
canes, hence 'Dogs of the Lord".




The Dominican heritage intertwines a dynamic interrelatedness of four active ideals - Study;
Prayer/Contemplation/Reflection; Community; and Service.

Study:

Dominican tradition and heritage of study is freedom of research. Dominic set study in the service
of others as his ideal when he made study an integral part of the life of the Order. Study and
concern was focused on contemporary social issues, so that one would go from study of the world
as it is to a commitment to envision and work for a world as it should be; to try to put right what
is wrong in the world. Each person has to determine her/his own area of commitment, and then
establish the desire and challenge to make this a better world. Dominic believed that you learn how
to do something by doing it, not by formulating theories beforehand. Experience was the key.

Prayer/Contemplation/Reflection:

For example, love of the Gospel of Matthew.

Community:

To work for a better, more just and loving world. If we try to do this alone, we can feel
overwhelmed. We can help one another — that is the point of community and family, to enable us to
do what we cannot do by ourselves.

Service:

Compassion was one of Dominic’s outstanding qualities. For example, as a student in Palencia he
said, “Would you have me study off these dead skins while men are dying of hunger.”

These ideals developed as the Order developed under St. Dominic and his successors. Dominic
differed from founders of other religious orders of his time in that he sent his followers to engage
in the life of the emerging universities of the thirteenth century. While they studied, they realized
that there must be a spirit of prayer, contemplation, and reflection that would connect the world
of ideas, the life of the mind, and the spirit of truth, to the reality of the goodness of the Creator.
This reflection and prayer could not be done in a vacuum, but must be done in and through the
sharing of communal life. Coming full circle, the Dominicans were commissioned to share their
knowledge and love of God with the people of the world. Thus, the Order of Preachers continues
to share the Good News of the Gospel through the service and ministry they perform.

Veritas







“Throughout the centuries
“Dominicgns have i.nﬂt.len.c.ed
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ﬁ)rfu.:m.l.te: we are to be associated
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- St. Dominic, the Dominican Order has exper1enced- B :
e Holy Spirit in many ways. There are*Ga SEaSg )
nican figures like:

A. Saints

The following Dominicans have been proclaimed saints throughout history:

St. Alanus de Rupe (d. 1475)
Pope St. Pius V (d. 1572)

St. Louis Bertrand (d. 1581) [
St. Catherine de Ricci (d. 1590)
St. Rose of Lima (d. 1617) P ;
St. Martin de Porres (d. 1639) |

St. Dominic (d. 1221)

St. Peter Martyr (d. 1252)

St. Zedislava Berkiana (d. 1252)
St. Hyacinth (d. 1257)

St. Margaret of Hungary (d. 1271)
St. Thomas Aquinas (d. 1274)

St. Raymond of Pefiafort (d. 1275) St. John Macias (d. 1645)

St. Albert the Great (d. 1280) ' Thomasian Martyrs (Asia and Spain, 17th,18th and 20th
St. Agnes of Montepulciano (d. 13 17) Centuries)

St. Catherine of Siena (d. 1380) St. Louis de Montfort (d. 1716)

St. Vincent Ferrer (d. 1419) St. Francisco Coll Guitart (d. 1875)

St. Antoninus (d. 1459) St. John of Cologne (d. 1600)
St. Francis de Capillas (d. 1648), St. Pedro Sanz (d. 1747)

and Martyrs of China and Vietnam

B. Bishops of Rome

Four Dominican friars have served as Bishop of Rome:

Pope Benedict XI
Pope St. Pius V
Pope Benedict XIII

Pope Innocent V



Vocations / Positions

Theology

Church Law

Science

Missionary Work
Missionary Work

Pope

Philanthropy

Missionary Work
Philosophy

Biblical Studies

Art

International Law
Human Rights Advocacy
Navigation

Nobel Peace Prize Laureate
History

Engineering

Geology

Natural Science

Medicine

C. Outstanding Dominicans in different vocations / positions

Figures

St. Thomas Aquinas

St. Raymond de Pefafort

St. Albert the Great

St. Vincent Ferrer

St. Antoninus of Florence

St. Pius V

St. Martin de Porres

St. John Macias

Cardinal Thomas a Vio Cajetan
Marie-Joseph Lagrange
Blessed Angelico

Francisco de Vitoria
Bartolomé de las Casas

“San Telmo” Blessed Pedro Gonzalez
Dominique-Georges Henri Pire
Diego Aduarte

Roque Ruaiio

Joaquin Fonseca

Casto de Elera

Fernando de Santa Maria




Albert the Great (c. 1206-1280)

Albertus Magnus, O.P., known as Albert the Great, was a German
Dominican friar and a bishop. He was a Universal Doctor and Doctor
of Science. He discovered a science (knowledge that only God imparts)
above all other sciences and called it the lasting or eternal science. The
eternal science is a heavenly wisdom that comes from reason and faith
joined together in charity towards others in prayer and action. Albert
the Great was also regarded as the greatest German philosopher and
theologian of the Middle Ages. The Catholic Church honours him as a
Doctor of the Church. '

Albert the Great was influential not only in his times, but also in today’s
world, There are a good number of schools named after Albert, including
Albertus Magnus High School in Bardonia, New York, Albertus Magnus
Lyceum in River Forest, Illinois, and St. Albert Catholic School in
Toronto. As a tribute to Albert’s contributions, his statues and buildings
named after him (e.g. the Albertus Magnus Building at the University of
Santo Tomas in the Philippines) are located in different campuses and
institutes. The Saint Albert the Great Science Academy in San Carlos
City, Pangasinan, which offers preschool, elementary and high school
education, takes pride in having St. Albert as their patron saint. Its main
building was named Albertus Magnus Hall in 2008.

Due to his contributions to natural philosophy, the plant species Alberta
Magna and the asteroid 20006 Albertus Magnus were named after him.

*

Thomas Aquinas (c. 1225 — 1274)

Thomas Aquinas, O.P. was an Italian Dominican priest and an

immensely influential philosopher and theologian in the tradition
of scholasticism. Although St. Thomas lived less than 50 years, he
composed more than 60 works. He was the foremost classical proponent
of natural theology, and the father of Thomism. His influence on Western
thought is considerable, and much of modern philosophy was conceived
in development or refutation of his ideas, particularly in the areas of
ethics, natural law, metaphysics, and political theory.

The work of his life may be summed up in two propositions: he
established the true relations between faith and reason; he systematized
theology. His works influenced the Catholic Church greatly, from
sanctity, to intellectual life, to the doctrines that followed. St. Thomas
proved that learning does not necessarily dry up devotion. In fact, he
was the representative of the highest types of Christian scholarships,
combining eminent learning and heroic sanctity. And since the days of
Aristotle, probably no one man has exercised such a powerful influence
on the thinking world as did St. Thomas. His authority was very great
during his lifetime. The popes, the universities, the studia of his order
were anxious to profit by his learning and prudence.

The Catholic Church has over the centuries regularly and consistently
reaffirmed the central importance of Thomas's work for understanding
its teachings concerning the Christian revelation, and his close textual
commentaries on Aristotle represent a cultural resource which is now
receiving increased recognition.

28 *




St. Catherine of Siena (c. 1347 — 1380)

St. Catherine of Siena, T.O.S.D., arguably the most outspoken woman of
the Middle Ages, was a Tertiary of the Dominican Order (T.0.S.D.), and
a Scholastic philosopher and theologian. She worked to bring the papacy
of Gregory XI back to Rome from its displacement in France. And when
the distrusted Urban VI became the new Pope, she did everything she
could to help the Pope gain back people’s trust. And during this period
of time, she also tried to establish peace among Italian city-states.
She devoted her life to improving the Church, to openly criticize and
protest against the then corrupt Catholic Church. She also spent her life
helping the ill, poor, and spiritually underprivileged. St. Catherine was
also notable for her 3 series of writings, including the "Dialogue", or
"Treatise on Divine Providence", a collection of nearly four hundred
letters; and a series of "Prayers".

Catherine ranks high among the mystics and spiritual writers of the
Church. She remains a greatly respected figure for her spiritual writings,
and political boldness to "speak truth to power"— it being exceptional
for a woman, in her time period, to have had such influence in politics
and on world history. She was proclaimed a Doctor of the Church in
1970.

Martin de Porres (c. 1579 — 1639)

Martin de Porres, O.P. was a lay brother of the Dominican Order. He is
the patron saint of mixed-race people and all those seeking interracial
harmony. As Martin was a descendant of Africans and Indians, he was
barred from becoming a full member of religious orders and experienced
mild discrimination from the novices and priests of his convent.

Martin was noted for his compassion, his work on behalf of the poor, and
establishing an orphanage and a children's hospital. He was famously
known for his case of the sick. In normal times Martin succeeded
with his alms to feed 160 poor persons every day, and distributed a
remarkable sum of money every week to the indigent. Among the many
miracles attributed to him were those of levitation, bilocation, miraculous
knowledge, instantaneous cures, and an ability to communicate with
animals.

Martin’s works had a great impact on today’s Catholic community as
sometimes defiant attachment to the ideal of social justice achieved deep
resonance in a church attempting to carry forward that ideal in today's
modern world.

* 29 »




Bartolomé de Las Casas (c. 1484 — 1566)

Bartolomé de Las Casas, O.P., born in the Age of Discovery, was a 16th
century Spanish historian, social reformer and a Dominican friar. He is
known for being the "Protector of the Indians". His extensive writings,
the most famous being A Short Account of the Destruction of the Indies
and Historia de Las Indias, chronicle the first decades of colonization
of the West Indies and focus particularly on the atrocities committed
by the colonizers against the indigenous peoples. Bartolomé de Las
Casas spent 50 years of his life actively fighting slavery and the violent
colonial abuse of indigenous peoples, especially by trying to convince
the Spanish court to adopt a more humane policy of colonization. And
although he failed to save the indigenous peoples of the Western Indies,
his efforts resulted in several improvements in the legal status of the
natives, and in an increased colonial focus on the ethics of colonialism.

Bartolomé de Las Casas has also come to be seen as an early advocate
for a concept of Universal Human Rights. He was among the first to
develop a view of unity among human kind stating that "All people of
the world are humans", and that they had a natural right to liberty — a
combination of Thomist rights philosophy with Augustinian political
theology.

* 30 *
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St. Rose of Lima (c. 1586 — 1617)

St. Rose of Lima, T.0.S.D., was the first person born in the Americas
to be canonized by the Catholic Church. She is represented by wearing
a crown of roses. Her days were filled with acts of charity and industry.
Rose helped the sick and hungry around her community. She would
bring them to her room and take care of them. Rose also sold her fine
needlework, grew beautiful flowers, and would take them to market to
help her poor family. Her exquisite lace and embroidery also helped to
care for the poor, while her nights were devoted to prayer and penance in

a little grotto which she had built.

In her twentieth year she received the habit of St. Dominic. Thereafter
she redoubled the severity and variety of her penances to a heroic degree,
wearing constantly a metal spiked crown, concealed by roses, and an
iron chain about her waist. Days passed without food, save a draught of
gall mixed with bitter herbs. When she could no longer stand, she sought
repose on a bed constructed of broken glass, stone, potsherds, and thorns
by her. And for fourteen years this martyrdom of her body continued
without relaxation, but not without consolation, until she died on August
24,1617, at the age of 31.

Many churches and schools are named after St. Rose. In fact, St. Rose of
Lima College in Hong Kong is also named after St. Rose!
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- St Thomas Aquinas

*He that is !mIH obedient does not wouil fur a cummand, I
as he knows what his superior wishes fo have done i
fum.self to work, without expeclmg an order.”- St. Albert the
Doctor of the Church

“Those who do not love God, do nol kniow how good FHe is.”
- St Rose nf Lima
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Fr. Timothy Radcliffe (c. 1945 -)

Fr. Timothy Radcliffe, O.P., is a Roman Catholic priest and a
Dominican friar of the English Province, and former Master
of the Order of Preachers from 1992-2001. He is the only
member of the English Province of the Dominicans to have
held the office since the Order's foundation in 1216.

“To one who has faith, no explanation. is necessary. To one suilhoul
faith, no explanation is possilxl&" - S Thomas HAguinas y

He has gained an international reputation, due to his analyses

“To be a prmr}wr requires fwo a.ppureuﬂy corlthiciofy qrmliiie;s::" :

of contemporary society, Christian life, religious life, and confidence and humility.” - Timothy Raddiffe

the situation of the Catholic Church. Several of his books - i

became best-sellers. The subtlety of his thinking, together i'l * O'E"”i'lo‘;gm iﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁw 3'8:;1 ?b&wdelzhy e{lmrjy-é-ar ;VI“;I:

with the simplicity and depth of his language, and his strong -ﬂ.. : th:;w -m[::;ml Tnj su}ﬁ: o f::n eif:; i émss ered info the han

sense of humor, made him a force to be reckoned with in . E CF Cillierine do it

the Catholic Church. He was also the 2007 winner of The e I
Michael Ramsey Prize for theological writing, for his book i ¥ A man who governs his passions is masfer ”f the sworld. “We must T
What Is the Point of Being A Christian? i . e cammend b, oribe endlored by fhem, G {

hammer than an anvil.” - St “Dominic

Fr. Timothy is now a simple member of the Dominican
community of Oxford and is a highly sought after speaker,
teaching and preaching in many countries. In 2003, Radcliffe
was made an honorary Doctor of Divinity at the University
of Oxford, the University's highest honorary degree.




Who are they?

Following St. Dominic, the preacher of grace, the
Dominicans seek to contemplate and experience the
mystery of God’s salvation in order to share it with
those who need it most. They were founded “to devote
ourselves to the salvation of others by preaching the
Word of God and proclaiming the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ throughout the world”. Thus, they are called
“The Order of Preachers”. Their goal is to contemplate
and share with others the fruits of their contemplation.

So the Dominicans are preachers and to proclaim the

Gospel is their mission. The Order’s official name,

given to it by Pope Honorius III, is in fact “Order of

Preachers”. “Dominican” is the popular name. The Order

is divided into several branches:

(1) Friars (priests and brothers);

(2) Contemplative Nuns;

(3) Sisters of the Active-Life;

(4) Lay Dominicans; and

(5) Secular Institutes and fraternities
of various kinds

»

- It is made up of “PREACHERS”
_ with “Preaching” as the specific
objective or purpose of the Order
within the Church.

Actually, the establishment of an Order
of Preachers was quite an innovation in
the Church, for up to that time preaching
was the prerogative of bishops and of
some priests especially selected and
commissioned by them. That is why when
Dominic spoke of a group of preachers,
he was asked if he intended to found an
Order of Bishops. But then, as we have
seen, the Pope himself confirmed the idea

with his supreme authority.

What is their motto?

The Dominicans adopted VERITAS
(TRUTH) as their motto as only the

¥ g

WORD of God is ALL true. Jesus himself
said, “I am the Truth”, so Dominicans
preach the WORD of God personified in
Jesus.

Together they make up the “Dominican Family.”

- It is an “ORDER” — and as such and in common with all other religious
Orders, has, as its fundamental vision, the “Following of Christ” through

a life of poverty, chastity and obedience.

The nine postures for praying according to St. Dominic

_‘l_‘_-:‘_nl!'llpsi"lil‘"_f-ﬁ‘il






What kind of community do the
Dominicans have?

The community life of the Dominica;.ns have
two prominent features: (1) Dominicans live
together, having and sharing everything in
common; and (2) they devote themselves to
prayer and the ministry of the Word. These
two features constitute the core and essence
of Dominican life. Living in community,
Dominicans hold and share everything in
common. They pray together, study together,
engage in communitarian apostolic projects
together, and, in general, help one another in

all possible ways.

A high democratic dimension was injected into
it by St. Dominic himself, in such a way that in
the Order, authority has always been vested in
the community, with all positions being elective
and for fixed periods of time, and all important

decisions being taken in common.

Preaching the word of God and pr oclaiming the
name of the Lord Jesus throughout the world
will always be needed by the people of God.

How do they live?

« In communities “since whoever does not
love the brother whom he can see, cannot
love God whom he has not seen.”

. v ‘1, / _. ‘.- - '
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In poove’:z’léjgL becéua;e 3
God’s riches alone satlsfy

In chastity, because our, communities try to

anticipate the Kingdom, -where God’s love
suffices. ;

In obedience, to learn to listen and accept
God’s plan for us.

In a contemplative-active way of life

because to give we must be full.

What Dominicans do?

. To present to God what we experience in
life, we pray to God.

«  Our prayer includes the use of the Rosary
Tradition has it that Our Lady gave the
Rosary to St. Dominic as a means to
contemplate the mysteries of salvation.
Being especially devoted to our Mother,
we keep this tradition alive by cultivating
the prayer of the Rosary.

+ To apf)feciate better what it means to be

saved by God, we study. .
To share the fruits of our c()ntcmplatlon,
~ we preach.
«  To show that the Gospel is fulfilled today
among us, We exercise our priesthood in
parishes.
+ To permeate our culture with the values of
the Gospel, we work in universities.
« To bring about the Kingdom of God by
educating future gerleratlons we work in

schools.

Why Dominicans are different?

Many preach, BUT... we ar¢ different
The Dominican style of preaching is
theological, compassionate, incarnated,
prophetic, positive and communitarian.
We preach where the Good News is most
needed, in the 5 frontiers:
. Frontier between life and death: the
challenge of justice and peace in the world
« Frontier between humanity and
inhumanity: the challenge of the
marginalized
. Frontier of Christianity: the challenge of
inter-religious dialogue
. Frontier of the religious experience: the
challenge of secular ideologies
«  Frontier of the Church: the challenge of the
non-Catholic confessions and ecumenisim.
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Rosaryhill School is a part qf the Our Lady Uf the Rosary Province. “The diverse cultural, social

and Heogru:phic c.liﬁ(erencss within the “Province -pre-sen.fed many (lﬁf}&ﬂlﬁ% to the “Dominicans who

ﬁrst took up the Chaﬂﬁnge of er.-'un.gelizut:ion in the n.e-wly declared Province. “But it is these same

ences that make our Province so u.nfque and dy:mmic.
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Our Lady of Rosary Province has established many outstanding schools
including the University of Santo Tomas in Manila, Aiko College in Japan, St
Dominic Catholic High school in Kaohsiung, and Rosaryhill School in Hong
Kong. '

Throughout the centuries, the Holy Rosary has been an important element
among the Dominicans. Pope Pius XI stated that;

The Rosary of Mary is the principle and foundation on which
the very Order of Saint Dominic rests for making perfect
the life of its members and obtaining the salvation of others.

Histories of the Holy Rosary often attribute its origin to St. Dominic himself
through the Blessed Virgin Mary. Our Lady of the Rosary is the title received
by the Marian apparition to St. Dominic in 1208 in the church of Prouille in
which the Virgin Mary gave the Rosary to him. For centuries, Dominicans
have been instrumental in spreading the rosary and emphasizing the Catholic
belief in the power of the rosary

On January 1, 2008, the Master of the Order declared a year of dedication to
the Rosary.

School "Arzobispo Mendez" - Barinas

San Pedro Martir - Madrid

Sacred Heart Church - Matsuyama
St. Dominic's House - Kaohsiung
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N Order in Foday's Woeld

distinguish all Dominican friars. The meaning of these initials was well known

in occidental countries. The attribution of “preaching” was
t founded, mainly because of the changes St. Dominic was
Order have won high praise for their

The initials “O.P.”
in many social circles, especially with
given to friars when the Order was firs
bringing to the Church. For many centuries members of the
distinguished work in preaching, and this attribute has remained.

ved from the Dominican identity.
bers of other religious orders in
carry on

This distinction is not outdated, or something that has been remo
Nor is it the prerogative of the Order. We know that many mem
the Church do this job very well and have excellent persons who are well prepared to
the preaching of the Gospel of Jesus and of influencing other sciences with their Christian input.
Nevertheless, it is a title that should be very mindful of the institutions and works that our Order is

responsible for in the different countries and platforms where we work.

k and study. In the first school book printed in
f the Dominican Order. He

titutions of learning

ata aliis tradere” requires wor
contributed a historical presentation 0

the Order grew under the shadow of famed ins
» As the logo is still the same, this

| The logo of “contempl
1967, a F. 5 student, Daniel Tso,
said, “From its very beginnings,
and found their way into universities 0

r of the Order should still be present in our ins
e that accord with the Gospel of Jesus.

i
ol
il
1
|
f prestige at the time
titutions today, receiving and giving at the

characte
same time knowledge, doctrine and guidanc
The mission of preaching has defined the Dominjcan Order. The message of Christ that should be

characteristic of our preaching should bring the Gospel to the people. The New

we talk about today is not only a message
of hope for the future but also a message
of human, social and educational growth

Evangelization that

= in the present.

-

The long academic tradition and
excellence that has been very much a part
of the Dominican Order should continue
within all Dominican institutions and
works in the many years t0 come! Soon,
the 800th Anniversary of the foundation
of the Order will be celebrated and it will
be the proper time to evaluate what is the

significance of our Order in today’s world.
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Tt is easy lo see that time spen..i. al fRusu..ryhill is a

meun.in.ﬂﬁd experience for all woho have the opportunily fo

be here for any amount of time. gzﬂsuryhﬂl is confinuing
to lighi the pa.ﬂl. for ﬁl..f.t.z..re. generalions as il has for past
generalions. “Those who have been able to see gmmﬂl over
lime are especiaﬂy lucky and fegl privi]egerl to have done
so. “Che f ollowing are the festimonies ﬂf only a fe.w ﬂf

the many teachers and alumni who confinue to see the

-im.porfunm and value in their time at (Jj\osuryhﬂl.
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We love our schoolmates and teachers!

We loved to go to school and had a wondetful time studying in Rosaryhill

School. Our father always laughs that when we were kindergarten pupils,
we cried because we were unable to go to school on a typhoon day!

We are thankful to our alma mater for giving us so many opportunities,
though it was a pity that we did not win the interschool badminton

championship before our graduation from the primary.

ill School helped us develop nto confident, caring and responsible

Rosaryh
background and

youngsters and provided us with a solid academic
allowed us to transition into the UK education system smoothly. We used
to have Mathematics and Science lessons in English, and thus we have
not encountered any difficulties in our study in the UK. Indeed, we envy
students currently studying in Rosaryhill School who have the opportunity
to learn Spanish which was not offered at our time. (Jolie: Estoy

aprendiendo espafiol. Angel: Ich lerne Deutsch.)

Congratulations to Rosaryhill School’s 55" anniversary!




1t is always an honour to serve my alma mater!

When Fr. Lionel Xavier led the first class of graduates to establish
the Rosaryhill School Old Students Association (‘RHSOSA™) in
1967, he opened new paths for fellow alumni to get involved with
and contribute to the alma mater. Alumni may contribute to the alma
mater by means of funds, time, knowledge or effort.

From time to time, members of RHSOSA patticipate and sponsor
the School’s Walkathon. Since the launch of the RHS Mentorship
Program by RHS and RHSOSA in 2009, I have been able to share
my experience and provide educational and career guidance to
students in Form 5.

With my knowledge and experience in financial management, I have
been managing an investment fund for RHSOSA since 2003. The
fund has generated an average return of 7% per annum and is used
for granting scholarships to all three sections of Rosaryhill School
and financing RHSOSA’s daily operations. With a proven track
record, RHSOSA is appointed to manage funds for the Rosaryhill
Golden Jubilee Trust and Fr. Lionel Xavier Charity Fund Limited.
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Rosaryhill has been a place for both of us to
actualize our educational visions!

Although we have visited Macau many times, this summer was our first

time to visit St. Dominic’s Church. The visit gave us a chance to reflect
upon the history of the Dominicans. We were impressed by all of the
religious works of art and artifacts that “spoke’ to us, two History teachers
of Rosaryhill, Bonnie So, a student-turned-teacher who was nurtured under
the academic excellence of Rosaryhill; and Belinda Lam, a teacher and
curriculum innovator who found her belief with God in Rosaryhill, and

who taught Bonnie.

We are lucky because we have always had chances to be involved in

preparing Rosaryhill’s Anniversary booklets. They are a very good

opportunity to look backward in order that one can turn a refreshing

Our commitment therefore grew with our identity
nda has been the chief editor of the 35th and 40th
the 50th and 55th Anniversary

eye to the future.
with Rosaryhill. Beli
Anniversary Booklets whereas Bonnie
booklets. During the course of the booklets® preparation, we got new
perspectives and new insights into the mission of Rosaryhill as well as the
Dominican Order. More wonderful, we connected with so many teachers
and alumni from different parts of the world. We are extremely happy that

many Rosarians shared their valuable memories about Rosaryhill in the

booklets.
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Rosaryhill has been a place for both of us to actualize our educational
visions. We particularly love the freedom that Rosaryhill grants to
teachers. Rosaryhill is not only a place filled with Catholic values, but also
a place that allows your dreams to come true. We believe every student
Thas potential and that school teachers can make a difference to their lives.
Guided by this belief, we have encouraged a good number of students
to participate in different inter-school competitions to strengthen their
confidence and stretch their potential. The results are encouraging.

In Rosaryhill we have met many important persons in our life — Fr. Xavier,
Fr. Mendoza, Fr. Perez and Fr. Francisco. Belinda was most touched by
what Fr. Xavier done for her when she lost her Aunt. This experience
helped Belinda realize the comprehensiveness of Catholicism. It paved the
way for Belinda to find her identity with God. Bonnie had been a student
of Fr. Mendoza and Fr. Perez. Their teaching made her understand the
great educational mission of the Dominicans. It helped her to strongly
pursue academic success and excellence. This belief still sheds light on
Bonnie’s teaching today.

Finally, we would like to say “thank-you” to Rosaryhill, for it is such a
wonderful place filled with so many amazing people.
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It didn’t seem that long ago that
~ we had the 50" Anniversary
. celebration. So many students and
' (eachers from the past came back
. to Hong Kong for the occasion.It
was indeed a touching experience.
How time flies, there will soon be
the 55" Anniversary!

; - Thinking of our alma mater
always brings back fond memories for me of the days when I was in
RHS. I started in Primary 6 and graduated from Form 5 of the Secondary
Section in 1969. Those were the important formative years for me. The
experience that I had gave me the foundation to continue into adulthood.

Before I started at RHS, I had already completed my 6 years of primary
school education at St Jude Primary School at North Point. Since I did
not do well in the public high school placement examination, I was not
assigned to any of the secondary schools. RHS had just completed its
new school building, so it would be expecting a lot of new students. I sat
for the entrance examination for Primary 6 of RHS and was accepted.

One of the teachers at my former school suggested that I should have
tried for Form 1 at the Secondary Section instead of repeating P6. Since I
would be changing to an English school from a Chinese school, a friend
of my mom who worked in education suggested that I should repeat P6
to have an easier transition. I didn’t know any better so I just followed
along.

Starting in a new school in a brand new school building was quite an
experience. There were no desks and chairs in the classrooms for the first
day of school. We all stood in our classroom for the teacher to do the roll
call. For me, 1 was always known by my Chinese name in my previous
school. As the teacher was calling all the names in English, I had to really
pay attention for my English name “Maria Man” which was brand new to
me. This was especially difficult as we were all standing, and the teacher
was not a tall lady. Many of the classmates were taller than her although
she had her spiky three-inch high heel shoes on.

Talk about new adiuﬁl;ms:pt_s_! .Dur'i_ggi the a'ssembly'bef_orq \.s'choﬁl each
day, we recited prayers together, in English, of course, T only knew,
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For RHS 55" An.niver_sary _ The Memory of My Days in RHS

2y (% }

my prayers in Chinese, had to spend time at home figuring out which'
prayers to learn quickly, so I would not be seen as falling behind. ’?‘
As children, we had such desire to be like our peers, I wanted to do

everything like everyone else.

A
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| realized that I had so/much to catch up on just for the English AU
transition, All the subjects were taught in English except for the Chinese
class itself. In those days the Primary Section only had half days. P1, =
3 and 5 had their classes in the morning, and P2, 4 and 6 were in the ._3 5.‘1
afternoon. 1 felt so fortunate to start my school day in the afternoon, Y
so I could stay up at night and not worry about getting up early in the

morning. I did my homework after dinner and then read many of the' =
schoolbooks. I found them to be pretty interesting. What a blessing it ‘:’,J
was to enjoy my evenings! ' ’%

.

As it turned out, I did well in adapting to the new environment, I was
thankful for friendly classmates and the patient teachers. Looking back,
I can still remember the fun and laughter we shared. I finally graduated Ll
from the Primary Section and moved on to the Secondary Section of the & l
school, Thinking back, repeating Primary 6 in RHS was really helpful
for my development as a person. :

gl
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The experience of starting in the Secondary Section was another
adjustment. We went from being a unique class in P6A of all-gitl
students and became part of the entire Secondary Gitls Section of 5 ot 6 1
classes. We had prefects from Form 2 and Form 3 telling us what to do. 4
For me personally, changing from a half-day to an entire day of school
was also a big challenge. I missed those days when I could stay up until
1 am, get up at 9 am the next morning, and I still would not be late. |

1 still remember our class teacher of Form 1, Miss Rosemary Au. October
was the month of the Rosary, and we had to pray the Rosary each day
before class started. Since Miss Au was not a Catholic, she preferred not o {
to lead the Rosary and wanted to delegate it to a student. During those |
days, I stayed on top of my schoolwork and was never bothered with any |
extra responsibility in the school. Ms. Au looked around the class and’
asked the Catholics to raise their hands. Being one of the Catholics, my
name was called to lead the Rosary for the month. Years later, 1 still jo
with my friends that leading the Rosary daily befote class’
was the first leadership position I iad in my school lift :
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The school also started the Legion of Mary, and I remember being
drafted into it. It was a junior praesidium, and 1 was appointed as
secretary. Since the Legion of Mary is a formal group in the Catholic
Church, I had a formal structure to follow in preparing the minutes for
the meeting. What I learned from this process is still useful to me these
days whenever | do minutes for meetings that I attend.

For Form 2, T remember being one of the 2 monitors of the class. There
were responsibilities, but classmates were always cooperative, so my
job was not too difficult. There was one incident that has stayed in my
mind. It was our visit to the US Navy ship that docked in Hong Kong
Harbor. Through some connection, the school arranged an opportunity
for Secondary students to visit the ship. We were chaperoned by two
teachers for the visit, and it was a fun trip. The next day, we were told
by the upper class Chief Prefect that we would be detained during recess
because the Principal, Fr Lien, was upset that some of the gitl students
had taken pictures with the Navy soldiers. We were very unhappy with
this situation. We felt that the punishment was unjustified because most
of us were not part of this picture-taking experience. Also, why was
it that the teachers on the trip with us did not stop it from happening?

Many of us told the Chief Prefect that we wanted to_spgalz to Fr

Principal. L) PEYee Uit sl eadl e o

We were all in our seats in the classroom when Fr Lien showed up
and asked who wanted to speak to him. There was complete silence. It
looked like we were all so scared, and | asked myself what happened
to all the anger and frustration that was voiced so loudly before. As the
class monitor, I felt I needed to stand up and say something. After asking
if I could speak in Chinese, [ had my chance to express our concerns and
reasoned that his decision to punish us was unfair. To think of it now,
I believe I was just as scared as everyone else. I only truly remember -
the overwhelmed feeling I had that day; I have forgotten the outcome.
This experience taught me the importance of speaking up when we hold
positions of responsibility. '

My time in Form 3 was a turning point for me. The school had started
to form clubs for the extra curricular activities. We were also invited
to participate in various youth activities with other Catholic schools in
Hong Kong. All such involvement kept me so busy that [ had less time
for schoolwork. I had a great time going to meetings and organizing the

events. [ had more fun in working on the activities than dealing with the s

academic subjects. Consequently, my grades dropped, of course. A
end of the school year when I received my final report card, I di

maintain the first position in my class like in the past:
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My parents were very upset with me. I had great plans for more summer
activities, and I had to withdraw my involvement from them all. It was
a terrible time, and | remember trying to bury my thoughts in working
on a 1,000-piece jigsaw puzzle for the first few weeks. Then my mind
quieted down, and I started to think about what to do moving forward
for the next school year. The book list for Form 4 became available, so 1
got'the new books. I started reading some of them and found them to be
pretty interesting. This helped put me back into the path of reality, and I
decided to focus on my schoolwork as the priority.

So started the new school year of Form 4, and again I was asked to
be the class monitor. I accepted the position with hesitation, and yet,
thinking that if that was the only post I took, it would not be too bad. 1
decided to keep things in a low profile. Schoolwork was moving along
fine, and I began to realize that since I was not the first position in the
class anymore, I did not have to be the student getting the highest grade
in the class. My pressure shifted to doing my best, so | would be happy
with myself and not to compare myself others. I felt like I found my
inner peace.

Somehow, life was never meant to be quiet for me for long. The Form
4 class in the Boys Secondary Section of the school had started the
Perpetual Fraternity a year before, and the teachers who sponsored the
Fraternity asked that we, the girl students, do something similar. We
started the conversation, and, before we knew it, ideas began to take
shape. Under the guidance of the teachers, we formed a core group
of people who were interested. We had our first meeting of the entire
class, and the Perpetual Sorority was formed. We had our election, and 1
became the President of the group.

When I had a quiet moment to myself later, I asked what in the world 1
had gotten myself into again. Then I thought of the various classmates
who were elected or volunteered to serve with me, and it seemed to
be a good group that could work together. We planned and got various
activities going and I learned how to work with others. Most important
of all, T still managed to stay on top of my schoolwork.

A few months later, the school decided to start the Student Councils
for the Boys and Girls Secondary Sections. I remembered attending the
first meetingé that Fr Xavier called together of the representatives from
each of the classes. Election of the officers was held, and I was elected

the President. It was thrOugh this gmup that 1 developed my workmg .
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relationship with Fr Xavier and fellow students from other years. Some
of these friendships lasted for many years to come.

There were days that I would have a meeting of the Legion of Mary
early in the morning before school started, At recess and lunch there )
were also meetings, and after school we had another meeting of the
officers and committee chairs of the Perpetual Fraternity and Sorotity.
Preparing agendas for meetings became my second nature. Thank God
there were always other reliable members in every group to get the tasks =
done and kept things going,

I learned to prioritize my tasks so that my schoolwork and studies .
would always come first. I learned to plan my time so I could start
homework assignments and study for tests early, so they could be done
on an incremental basis before the deadline. These skills have been of
tremendous value to me later in life to manage my time between school,
work and family.

The year of Form 5 was a less active year because we had to prepare
for the public secondary school certificate examination. There were still.
meetings, but [ was not doing as much. The Student Council was run |
more by the new Officers and Committee Chairs. When the certificate
examination was finally over with, [ felt such a great relief. 1969 was
the 10th Anniversary of RHS and we had such a great time helping the
school get ready for the celebration.

I completed my Secondary education, and I had to decide what to do
next. Continuing at the newly started Form 6 at RHS would have been
the natural and easy next step. Yet, since I am the oldest in my family, I =~
chose to work and help my parents financially. During the Fall of 1969, 1
started teaching in the Primary Section of RHS.

Being a teacher made me realized that getting my point across to the
students was very important. It did not matter if the subject was simple
or complex; I had to find a way to explain it so the students could i [
understand what I was trying to teach them. Even though these were i’|
only primary students, with the different personality dynamics, getting |
them motivated to learn could be challenging. I was only able to teach
for one semester because I followed my family and immigrated to thé_

United States in 1970. Although it was only for 6 months 1 thoroughll '
enjoyed the tcachmg experience.




Getting ready for the move to the U.S. was exciting. I remember that
when the day of my departure from Hong Kong finally came, many
classmates from RHS were at the airport saying goodbye to me and
my family. The flight went from HK, to Japan, then Hawaii, and finally
California in the U.S. I was still in a good spirit ready to move on in a
new land.

Settling in a new country with a new language was not easy. I knew
English from HK, yet it was not used in our daily life. RHS never
enforced the rules that we had to speak English on the school grounds.
Also, the English spoken in the U.S. sounded so different than that of
HK. Again, being the oldest in the family, I was supposed to go find
a job, so I could help support the family. I kept wondering how in the
world I would be able to do that in a new environment.

Through the connections of relatives, | was asked to help out as the
hostess and cashier at a Chinese restaurant. The owner and most of
the employees there spoke Mandarin. [ understood it enough from the
movies I watched in HK, so | was able to fake it and follow along. Also,
since my parents were originally from Wuhan, China, their dialect was
kind of similar to Mandarin, and my background in it was helpful. [ was
then officially hired, and I worked as waitress sometimes too.

The owner provided meals for the employees, and my cousin was the
chef. He would always make sure that the employees ate well. I enjoyed
all the yummy food. I was only concerned that we had our meals before
and after the busy lunch and dinner hours during which we served the
customers. I learned to accept the fact that life is never perfect and we
have to live with the pros and cons.

In a few months, I found a job in a bank. After I learned driving and
obtained my driver’s license, I started going to college at night. This
was not easy after a full day of work. Frequently I caught myself falling
asleep in class. Gradually I changed to working part-time and became
more focused with my classes.

I also got married and started my family. I went back to school full-
time and got my Bachelor Degree in Accounting. I then passed the
professional examination and got the work expé_rience required for the
license. In 1‘9'80, I became a Certified Public Accountant (CPA). This
was very helpful for my career development and future job oppoxt:mities.
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Thinking back, the skill of time management and mu[ti—ta‘sking“-.';' \l
that I learned during my RHS days prepared me for juggling the =
responsibilities between school, work and family’ My involvement in

various organizations encouraged me to participate in the organizations

of my profession and continued my development.

During my last year of college, I was also studying for the CPA
examination. My classmates told me that it would be difficult fora

fop

woman with a family to be a CPA because of the pressure and overtime
that we had to endure during the years when we would be fulfilling our
experience requirement for the CPA license. Since 1 had a two-year-old

son, [ was very discouraged. I then attended an event of the American ,

Society of Women Accountants (ASWA) and found that there were so
many women CPAs with families, 1 joined the group and have been a
member for many years. My involvement on the Board of Directors at
the Los Angeles Chapter of ASWA has provided me with connections for
job opportunities and valuable friendships with other fellow accountants.
Compared to other Asian peers in US, I was more willing to join groups.
Yet, I kept telling myself that family and work are priorities over
volunteer efforts. From my time at RHS, I had learned what was most
important at the different stages of our lives. Therefore,'T do try to be
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very selective in what I become involved with so I do not get ahead of {8

myself.

Over the years, I have to admit that God has been always very merciful
to me, and I have to count my blessings. There were many times when
I found myself at the middle of a crossroad and 1 would ask Him for
guidance. Although sometimes He seemed to close a door on me, He
would open a window. I will continue to be thankful to Him,
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First Episode — the Student

1 spent five very happy years at RHS attending secondary school. At that time, some 40 years ago, attendance at RHS I
was something: the smacking new school premises, the roaring fleet of school buses, the English speaking tuition, |
the personable and quality teachers, the religious up-bringing, etc. These characteristics made Rosaryhill the envy of |
students and parents all over Hong Kong. I was monitor, prefect, chairman and officer of music club, cookery club,

judo club etc. Ihad a great time enjoying the carefree school life. I was proud being a RHS student.

I do not recall ever coming first in class. But RHS provided me with the opportunity to assume responsibility as
a student leader. Not that I have ability that I could boast of, it is, however, these leadership opportunities that
nurtured my confidence and permitted me to reach out for higher goals in the days to come. )

Second Episode — the Teacher

In the mid 70’s, I returned to RHS as a teacher and taught for a year, with over 1,000 students. I was brought into my
first class by the Prefect of Discipline, Mr. David Lam. He told my students, "Ms. Shih was my student when she !
studied at RHS - I'm proud to have her as your teacher", T was also proud to stand in front of the young and innocent
minds everyday and open their hearts to new learning. My one-year teaching career not only taught me a great deal
about life; it also brought me lifelong friendships. I kept in contact with my students, many of whom have families
of their own now, I am absolutely delighted when I run into 'strangers' that tell me, "Ms. Shih, I was your student,
and 1 enjoyed your classes!". My other major reward from teaching at RHS was the connection with the Dominican
fathers: Fr. Xavier, Fr. Secundino, Fr. Perez, Fr. Francisco, and others who have subsequently become lifelong friends.

Third Episode — the Alumna

I disappeared from RHS for some 20 years before I reconnected with her again, about 10 years ago. I began to take a
deeper interest in the school: its academic standing, its teaching philosophy and quality, its student body, ifs financial
needs, and its alumni. I became involved in organising alumni activities — alumni are in many ways the future of the
school, They are a source of renewed energy and financial support. In recent years, we organised and celebrated the
50th anniversary of RHS, followed by the 80th birthday of Fr. Xavier. As more of us are reaching retirement age,
we have been able to expend more time on RHS. With other alumni, we have raised some funding toward providing
scholarships for students. Recently, in memory of Fr. Lionel Xavier, a foundation was set up to provide funding for

the promotion of priesthood and education.

We have all benefitted from an education at RHS. Let us, in our small ways, be it our time or our financial resources,

keep up the good tradition of RHS and make her a better school for the next generation.
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in fact an easy and simple question to me; it is because I love my alma mater.

I spent a total of 13 years in Rosaryhill School, and I would say it was the most enjoyable period of my life. I can still vtwdly
remember numerous incidents that happened during my school days at Rosaryhill. For example, | was appointed to be the Bus
Prefect by Ms Domenica Lau when I was a P.4 student, which I believe planted the
seed in me, and [ have always reminded myself that it is my duty to be a responsible
person in society. I was a Red Cross cadet member for 7 years during Secondary
school, and I learned how to be a leader and to help the needy in society. Although
I had not been baptized before I graduated from RHS, I was strongly influenced
by the teachings of Jesus Christ. Through Religious Studies lessons and daily teaching by Fr. Xavier during
the morning assembly sessions, I learned that we should share love with others. I was also quite close to my
teachers and Fathers, which is a unique culture in our school. Fathers, teachers, school staff and students treat
each other like a family, which makes our school different from other schools, which explains why I still stay
in touch with many of my primary friends, secondary friends, teachers and Fathers. To summarize the above,
I believe that I could never have become who [ am without the wonderful experience of RHS.

I was invited by Paco de las Heras or just Fr. Francisco to join RHSOSA about 8 years ago, and I have been
involved in RHSOSA matters ever since. I noticed that the number of RHSOSA members has been growing
rapidly over the recent years. It shows that we have thousands of alumni out there who care about Rosaryhill,
and they also want to stay in touch with our alma mater after their departure. This is the 55th Anniversary of
Rosaryhill School, and I have strong faith that the Dominican Fathers will continue the mission set by their
predecessors: to nurture conscientious individuals, useful citizens and authentic Christians for society.

School is something we must all embrace. Knowledge is something we need to seek out and chase. Rosaryhill School has been
an integral part of my life. My favorite teachers are friendly, caring and kind. Friends I met at RHS are my pillars in life - in
rain and shine. RHS music teachers gave me my start in public performance as a musician, You may never imagine the chance
you give to a five-year-old can turn out to be a life-changing event.

As a composer I want to make this world a better place through music. I represented RHS and won my very first inter-school
music championship. The very first “Christmas” song I performed in the school hall had the whole class singing along... these
moments are not just memories. | have not become who I am without my impeccable and heart=warming education at RH:
Not a day passes when I do not thank God for everything in life. Thank You Rosaryhill, I am a proud Rosarian,
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When looking back, I find that I've already been immersed in my beloved Alma
Mater — Rosaryhill School, such a religion-rich school — for 29 years. As a
student, I felt love and patience from my teachers; as part of the teaching staff, 1
got care and understanding from my colleagues. Love is all around in RHS.

Spending these amazing 29 years here has shaped who I am now. What inspires
me the most is the prayer from Our Father in Heaven — “forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us.” It helps me realize forgiveness is a beauty
of one’s life and at the time a gift of everyone’s. I hold this attitude as my motto
which leads me to an easier and more peaceful life. Thanks to my Alma Mater!
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With Fr. Francisco during my
wedding ceremony
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Indelible Memories of Rosaryhill School

Certain things in life are truly wonderful. When I left school, fate brought me to another school as I
landed a job. I have had an enduring relationship with this school ever since. Seemingly in the blink of an
eye, this relationship has already lasted over 10 years. Many of the students that I once taught have gone
on to university, others have even graduated from colleée and landed jobs in various sectors of society.
Occasionally I bump into some of these students on the street. They certainly recognise me, but I cannot
always recall their names. At times I cannot even remember their faces. Nevertheless, as soon as 1 hear
them say ‘Ms Tse’ as they address me, there is be a tremendous sense of warmth in my heart.

Looking back at all the years I have been in Rosaryhill School, the most unforgettable thing for me
has been all my experiences at the school as a whole, as well as the Little Garden. Every time | receive
Christmas cards from my students, or some get well wishes as I am recovering from a certain illness, or
simply daily greetings like ‘good morning’, I think such actions from students must be the most touching

things for any teacher.

I can recall many joyous moments that I’ve had at Rosaryhill School, including my birthdays, wedding and

students? graduation ceremonies. Rosaryhill School is the school where I began my career, and it may well

be the school where I end that career as well.
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Under the guidance of Dominican Fathers, the school has followed a vision of touching :
hearts and has carried out a mission of wholesome education during the past fifty-five years.
Our students are therefore nurtured in a school environment of adequate knowledge gaining
opportunities and are well-prepared for life beyond the classroom. Many of them are successful
in different fields in the community. Best of all, their achievement inspires their younger
brothers and sisters of today and tomorrow,

For me, as a teacher in Rosaryhill for almost 30 years, the school is like a second home where
I can always find a smile and words of consolation. I would like to express my sincere thanks
to the Fathers, colleagues, students and those who have worked so hard to make Rosaryhill the A
My first class of 1985 success it 1s. ) R
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yours so we can better comprehend, apprecia

Dominicans by St. Dominic almost 800 years ago,

The school campus is spacious. There are § basketball courts, 43 classrooms and many
special rooms in the old wing, such as a lib

rary, 1 Mathematics room, 3 computer rooms,
a geography room, 2 home economics rooms, 2 visyal arts rooms,

2 religious rooms, 7
laboratories and 2 audio visual rooms. With the

completion of the new 5-storey multi-
functional annex, the school provides quality educati

challenges of the 21 century. There is also an 4

Activity Center, a conference room and 3 supportive learning rooms, etc. A Student
Activities Room was built for the education of d

ancing, drama, ete, fulfj lling the need of
Other Learning Experiences. All studengs stay in school for lunch, which is prepared by the
school canteens.

This year, we had 1039 students in total, of whom 616 were boys and 423
a total of 39 classes, offering 34 places in each 8.1 -

a broad and balanced curriculum from which studen

were girls, had
8.6 class. The school has developed

English and Mathematics (S1
Choral speaking, debates,

Chief Executive’s
2012) (Arts Education KLA). As a Catholic
¢ Religious Studies and Ethic lessons. Students
Society (KATSO) and Altar Boys Society to develop a
¢ faith and develop Christian valyes,

Award for Teaching Excellence (2011 -
school, it is compulsory for students to tak
are encouraged to join the Catholjc
deeper understanding of the Cathol;

50 are the students and tea
It has been the experie
wonder what it feels ik

chers in it, I think the school really tries its |

est to be the best,
nees I've faced that make it memorable to stu,

dy here in RHS. |

e studying there in Australja, It’s probably awesome,

Thanks and T wish you the best!
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'Dear brother/sister of a Dominican school,

How are you? [ am John Nicoleson or John for short. I am 16 years old and in form 5 at
Rosaryhill School (Secondary Section), Hong Kong.

I am writing this letter as a way of celebrating our school’s 55th anniversary this coming
year. As part of our celebrations, we have decided to reach out and connect with other
Dominican schools from around the world. We hope that through this letter, we can better
comprehend, appreciate and celebrate the establishment of the Dominicans by St. Dominic
almost 800 years ago.

Rosaryhill School is important not only for students, teachers or parents, but it is important
for the Dominicans too, because it is the only Dominican school in Hong Kong and one
of the largest schools in Hong Kong, We have a library, a hall, a chapel, etc. But it doesn’t
really matter all that much to me, [ mean your school probably has better facilities than
ours, or might be even bigger (by the way, I adore schools that have a football or baseball
stadium and dojo), what truly make me love my school are the memories my friend and [
have gained. Memories, which make me love my school so much and make me want to go
back to school in the holidays.

Our school focuses on students’ development as well as on academic results. In my case,

when I was in form 1, I was not very good at Chinese. I wanted to give up, but my teacher

Dear new friend,

How are you? [ am so happy to have a new friend! My name is Jessica, and I am studying
in Form 5 at Rosaryhill School which is up on a hill. It is very big and the area around is
very comfortable. I think I have chosen the best school and enjoyed my 13 years of school
life since Kindergarten in Rosaryhill School. It really is my second home! And you? Do you
love your school also?

This coming year is our school’s 55th Anniversary. As part of the celebration, we decided to
write letters to build connections between Dominican schools around the world. Therefore,
I would like to tell you some details about our school, and 1 would like you to introduce
yours to me. In doing so, we can hopefully become more familiar with each other and thus
develop a great new relationship.

Let me tell you something about my school life! Our school organizes lots of activities to
enable students to widen their horizons and develop their potentials. In November, we have
Integrated Learning Week. This is a traditional event where students may choose either
going to camp, attending a workshop or traveling abroad for several days. This is a great
chance to explore our world. Besides the ‘ILW”, the school helps to strengthen our aesthetic
development through a lesson held twice a week. In the “ASD’ period, we participate in
some form of arts training, such as dancing, acting and playing musical instruments, etc. 1
think this is a good opportunity to learn to cooperate, develop my abilities and escape from
the boredom of everyday lessons! How about you? Does your school have similar activities
for students? What are they? Do you enjoy them?

school refers to the different student groupings. There are altogether 6 Houses: Phoenix

We also have academic activities such as House Quiz and House Debate. ‘House’ at our
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noticed and offered to help. The teacher’s care reignited my passion for learning, and my
Chinese has improved ten-fold. Our school offers a number of activities to help us develop
and widen our horizons, for example, Integrated Learning Week is an event that lets us
learn things other than the usual things we learn in school. It provides a number of different
programs to let us choose what to learn and how to learn. Another example is the Inter-
House Quiz which is one of the most exciting events in our school, It is an annual-event
where six houses clash to find out which house is the smartest, but it does not matter who

wins, it is the competition that makes our event so exciting. Students cheer for their houses
and scream with excitement. The competition intensifies every time the competitors score a
point. It is truly a wonderful memory in our school.

It’s time to say farewell. I'm looking forward to your reply.

]
I

House, Peacock House, Dragon House, Flamingo House, Eagle House and Unicorn
House. Students are assigned to one of the Houses in Form 1. The House activities are
not only academic in nature. There are also sports events such as the Athletic Meet and
the Rosaryhill School Sports Tournament! Our school loves to organize events that enable
students to be energetic and be more confident. And you? Do you enjoy your school life?
Can you tell me something interesting about your school? I think yours must be different
from ours and 1 am looking forward to hearing about it.

Oh! One more event I forgot to tell you about is Religious Week in May. We go to the
Chapel, sing some hymns and listen to the Bible story. In the morning at school, there are
religious songs played over the broadcasting system and there were also some exhibitions
about Abraham. Although it was just a one week event, we learnt a great deal more about
Abraham. We are both studying in a Dominican school, so I am curious to know if there
are any differences between our schools’ religious activities and yours, Can you share them
with me?

1 am looking forward to receiving your reply and hearing something interesting abo
school!



D
Fellowship of Life

Since the beginning of human history, mankind has lived in gregarious communities. Social

animals couldn’t bear living a life without their fellows. Without a social being we basically
have no life.

Fellowship is an extremely inseparable part ofa our lives, not only is it important for our
physiological needs but also our psychological needs as well. The Dominicans are well
aware of this and emphasize the spirit of “Fellowship of Life” in their teachings.

We have families and meet different important people everywhere we go. They act as a
comfort in our lives. They support, love and care for us. Love is the greatest connection
with the idea of fellowship and is valued widely in different cultures from Chinese
Confucians to Western Catholics. This connection must exist and be expressed in order to
keep a steady society in harmony, while allowing us to live fulfilling lives.

School is a perfect example; it is essentially a smaller scale of society. There, we build
our first social circle and experience situations. Students spend time with their peers and
meet people that share the same stage of life with them. Social lives require co-operation,
patience, respect and love in order to become effective and well-rounded. Without these
characteristics, fights and conflicts may occur on campus and cause inconvenience,
Everyone would not be satisfied with their lives, which affects individuals’ upbringing,

In school I met my possible best friend forever and learnt to get along with different people
who share various principles with me. Though we sometimes have discrepancies between
one another, we support each other unquestioningly as a family, especially my fellow

‘Dear Pen-pal,

I 'am glad to write this letter to you. Let me introduce myself to you first. My name is
Bonnie Chan, a Form five student in Rosaryhill School. Nice to meet you. Our school is
celebrating its 55th anniversary next year and as part of our celebrations, we plan to reach
out and connect with others. Since both of our schools are founded by the Dominican
order, our school supervisor, Father Francisco, wants to strengthen the connection between

Dominican Schools. I am writing to you in the hope that it can be the start of our better
comprehending each other.

Firstly, let me introduce my school to you. Rosaryhill School is located in Wanchai, Hong
Kong. It consists of three sections. They are Kindergarten, Primary and Secondary. There
are about one thousand students and sixty teachers in the Secondary section. Our school is
special compared with other schools in Hong Kong. We have exclusive school buses. Our
school bus system is unique and provides service to all students in the different sections.
Rosaryhill School focuses not only on students’ academic results, but also on their multi-
intelligence that include artistic and physical capabilities. Our school holds different types
of activities every year ranging from athletic meets to Religious Week. Moreover, our
school has a theme every year. “My School, My Home’ is the theme for this year. Do you
think your school is your home? I know mine is!

Ll
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classmates who are in the same class with me. We have long and close relationships that
allow us to put things right and be together, Fellowship between schoolmates is valuable as
we understand each other given that most of us are experiencing the same stage of life. We
are in it together and have similar thinking and share the same envigonment,

I am quite a team-player myself, and also a well-known optimistic person among my
friends, which makes them love sharing their concerns and problems with me. I do my best
to give them useful advice and be with them whenever they need me. Comfort and support

are important when we are facing obstacles or loss, and I am really glad and happy to be
able to play this role in their lives.

1 do not believe in having a life without fellowship, as we will have no purpose if we do
not share and communicate withw each other. Fellowship means ‘holding something in
common’ and without it we do not have the same goal to achieve. Over time co-operation
will disappear and cause differences that make us lose respect and love for others. Anc
with that we betray God’s words, ‘Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from ¢

and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God.” John 4:7. The disappearance
fellowship will tear us apart from God, and ruin the most important relationship we

have in our lives. ‘Anyone who does not love does not know God, because
John 4:8

Our school is loyal to the Dominican faith. Every morning at assembly we pray to God.
Many of us worship God so we go to the Friday Mass, which is hosted by our school. Our
school also organizes a Religious Week every year. Students attend a mass, listen to hymns
and a talk. We also have charity functions to raise money for disadvantaged people. All of
these provide us with a good moral foundation,

This is the end of my brief introduction. If you want to know more, you are welcome to ask
me or come to our school Open Day, and of course, I'm really interested in your school.

Would you mind introducing your school to me? T am looking forward to receivin
letter.

* 75 *
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Dear Pen-pal,

T am really happy to have a chance to write to you. Let me introduce mysell: T am Patricia,
studying in F.5 in Rosaryhill School. You may wonder why I am writing to you. I want to
express my gratitude and appreciation for the chance to study in a Dominican School, like

yours,

Our School is located half way up a hill and surrounded by a fresh green environment.
Therefore, my first impression of my school was ‘natural’. As our school is celebrating
its 55th Anniversary next year, we are preparing to hold a bunch of activities like essay
competitions. The school is preparing to publish a book which contains the essays and
letters and other interesting articles about the Dominican order. That’s another reason why
I am writing to you. Through the activities, connections among Dominicans all over the
world will become stronger and Dominicans can comprehend one another by writing letters
or emails, Meeting international friends is not necessary and rarely happens in traditional
Hong Kong secondary schools but now is the chance for us to do so.

Dear new friend,

Hi my name is Nicole. I'm a Filipina, and I'm 14 years old. I'm in Form 2 at Rosaryhill
School in the Secondary Section. I was born in Hong Kong. | have been attending
Rosaryhill for two years as I started my secondary school life here. I am an outgoing,
creative and sporty person. | may sometimes be shy, quiet and unconfident, but I am always
willing to try new things.

1 am writing this letter to tell you that our school is celebrating its 55" Anniversary this
year, and as part of our celebrations we have decided to reach out and connect with other
Dominican schools from around the world. We want to tell you something about our school
and in return learn something about yours so we can better comprehend, appreciate and
celebrate the establishment of the Dominican Order by St. Dominic almost 800 years ago.

Rosaryhill School has a friendly environment as many students from different nationalities
come and learn many new things. Rosaryhill School provides many different activities for
students to learn. For example, there are different sports, like basketball, badminton, soccer
and many more. Besides academic subjects, we are also provided with many different
activities such as learning to play musical instruments, dancing, singing, acting and other
courses that many students enjoy.

Since Rosaryhill is a Catholic school, the school also teaches students to respect and have
faith in Jesus Christ and the Lord. Our school provides many different ways to express our
love to God. We hold many different events, for example Friday mass, Religious Week,

Though I study in a Dominican school, I seldom learn about Saint Dominic, except in
Religious Week or during anniversaries of the school. Fortunately, I have grabbed the
chance to learn more about him as the 55th anniversary approaches. Saint Dominic received
the rosary from the hands of Our Lady herself and began deVeloping rosary prayers.

I hope that all of us in Dominican schools can acquire the chance of knowing him. What
do you know about Saint Dominic? Has your school organized activities to enhance your

(il

devotion towards him? I am looking forward to receiving your reply very soon.

i}
Caritas events and charity functions. The school helps provide students with a good moral
foundation.

The Department of Religion is not only concerned with prayers and ceremonies, but also
with the daily life of the school. Our school’s theme for this year is "My School My Home’.
Students can feel at home, loved and safe, and by doing this, it makes the school our second
home. :

We can feel the love from our teachers like our parents. Our teachers share many
experiences with us and when they get angry or are disappointed, it just shows how much
they care and are willing to teach. As for our schoolmates, classmates and friends, they
represent our brothers and sisters. Although we may sometimes fight or argue, they will
always be by our sides protecting us. This just shows that there is a strong bond between all
members of the Rosarian community.

I hope that you will reply to this letter and tell me more about your school as I am inter
in learning more. Thank you.



&
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There is an African proverb that says “It takes a village to raise a child.” 1 used to think
otherwise, that a child could work alone if he or she had the ability to do so. After studying
in Rosaryhill School, my view has changed. Now 1 believe love and support are the most
important elements a school should give to its students. Having studied on two different
continents, 1 say with gratitude that the support I have received from Rosaryhill and my
schoolmates has been tremendous.

I found myself a total alien to Hong Kong when | came two years ago. Hong Kong’s
school culture was a radical change from the school environment in New York. And yet,
the teachers and classmates were all very nice to me. | made many new friends quickly and
became a committee member of Flamingo House. And by the second year, | was elected
the Vice House Captain of Flamingo House.

So how could I adapt so quickly to a completely different school environment? This is
because the school gave me support, not only for my academic needs, but also in my
school life, which helped me overcome many of the problems I faced. T became part of the
Rosaryhill family and the Hong Kong community in a short period of time. And when I
say “the school”, [ mean the students, teachers, and the staff members.

There have been times I was troubled by complicated, seemingly unsolvable issues, and

our teachers patiently talk to me or lend me a helping hand. There were also times | was
vexed by the "less than satisfactory” grades I got for my examinations, and my classmates
would give me a pat on my shoulder or a hug and say to mé amiably, “That’s alright.”
There were times when [ was tormented physically and psychologically by upcoming
public examinations and staff members would give me words of encouragement. These
are the things that a Rosarian experiences during the years at Rosaryhill School. Because
supporting others and giving others our love has become a tradition so deeply rooted in
the culture that we all love. And this very culture is what makes our school and Rosarians
unique.

Rosaryhill School has made me realize that one does not just belong to one's own family,
but alse to another, much bigger family. A family that really cares about its members. :
and small. A family that not only gives its younger members the knowledge they seel

the love and support they need. Without this love and support from the second ho s
young mind would be incomplete and without compassion towards others.
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When we come to the end of this book that has tried to reveal more about St. Dominic and his Order, we might ask how St. Dominic would feel if
he came to work today at Rosaryhill.School? Would he recognize the work 'we are doing, the mission of the school as belonging to the mission he
established for the Order he founded 800 years ago? Would he see a school guided by the same Dominican ideals he and his followers were guided by
so long ago?

One of the important peculiarities of St. Dominic was his “apostolic or evangelical spirituality”. He imitated the life of the apostles and worked
fervently for the salvation of others and for his own salvation. This apostolic spirituality was well supported by the community life of the friars and
their life of study. One of his dreams was to g0 to work in what he called the “land of the infidels”, predominantly, the lands of Africa. He was ready,
and most probably well prepared!

Does our school meet its mission, the provision of a “wholesome education of its students™? Is the Christian identity a part of it? Are we inspiring our
students with Christian ideals, with moral integrity, charitable and caring values that we say are the goals of our school? Yes, we are. The mission and
goals of our school do agree with the ideals St. Dominic left to his followers. It’s always worthwhile reflecting on how successfully we are instilling in
our actual students St. Dominic’s ideals to make them lovers of the TRUTH (VERITAS), our school “motto”.

The new directions and needs of our school demand we constantly remind ourselves of the

importance and relevance of fundamental, Dominican ideals. The internationality of the /&@, -

students, the openness to learn more languages and the dispersion of our students
once they finish their studies are symbolic of the type of school Rosaryhill School

is becoming. Through the teaching of the different subjects and the exposure to
religious education, as a subject and in all the different activities, we aim to give

what students may expect from us or what by our profession as members of the
Dominican Order we should deliver to them.

Letus close this section with a quote from one of the letters of the students,

. others and giving others our love has become a tradifion so deeply
cullure that we love. And this very cuffw'eé;is wohat ﬁmkie_s our

'

Rosarians unique. :

fvery evangelical attitude? We know that St
i by a life pf faith becomes much stronger ani
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; 55" Anniversary Celebration Svents

~

The theme or logo of the anniversary will be: “Lightening the Way, Opening new Paths”, a theme where ;
we try to express the search for our Dominican identity, very much based on Jesus himself who said,
“I am the Way”, and looking forward to the new challenges that we will face and force us to find new
educational “paths”.

The main events programmed are:

|

; y 15-16 March 2014
e, . ; (Saturday and Sunday)
, 7 October 2013 (Monday) - Open Day Faal
—————— 55" Anniversary Opening * Music Gala "
Ceremany including Mass and -~ A

Golden Jubile Scholarship

presentation, This date

coincides with the feast of Our 22 March 2014

Lady of the Rosary, Patroness - - ' (Saturday) ! )
fr=ll= Gala Dinner for school staff, .

parents and alumni.

(/c\%
CTHE Way . oPENING

of our school. d

24 May 2014 (Saturday)
Closing of the Anniversary
and Thanksgiving Ceremony,
coinciding with the Feast of
Saint Dominic.

‘main events programmed at the moment. Other events will be arranged and confirmed in

¢ -
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o the support of all of you and your participation,

L
iniversary, Executive Committee
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